
White Paper Three: Appendix D 

 

 October 2020    www.saluspopulisdoh.com    1  

Appendix D: Relevant Sections of American Bar Association’s Model Code of 

Judicial Conduct (2007) 

 

CANON 3: 

A judge shall conduct the judge’s personal and extrajudicial activities to minimize the risk of 

conflict with the obligations of judicial office. 

 

Rule 3.1: Extrajudicial Activities in General 

A judge may engage in extrajudicial activities, except as prohibited by law* or this Code. 

However, when engaging in extrajudicial activities, a judge shall not: 

(A) participate in activities that will interfere with the proper performance of the judge’s judicial 

duties; 

(B) participate in activities that will lead to frequent disqualification of the judge; 

(C) participate in activities that would appear to a reasonable person to undermine the judge’s 

independence,* integrity,* or impartiality;* 

(D) engage in conduct that would appear to a reasonable person to be coercive; or 

(E) make use of court premises, staff, stationery, equipment, or other resources, except for 

incidental use for activities that concern the law, the legal system, or the administration of 

justice, or unless such additional use is permitted by law. 

 

Rule 3.7: Participation in Educational, Religious, Charitable, Fraternal, or Civic 

Organizations and Activities 

(4) appearing or speaking at, receiving an award or other recognition at, being featured on the 

program of, and permitting his or her title to be used in connection with an event of such an 

organization or entity, but if the event serves a fund-raising purpose, the judge may participate 

only if the event concerns the law, the legal system, or the administration of justice; 

(5) making recommendations to such a public or private fund-granting organization or entity in 

connection with its programs and activities, but only if the organization or entity is concerned 

with the law, the legal system, or the administration of justice; and 

(6) serving as an officer, director, trustee, or nonlegal advisor of such an organization or entity, 

unless it is likely that the organization or entity: 

(a) will be engaged in proceedings that would ordinarily come before the judge; or 

(b) will frequently be engaged in adversary proceedings in the court of which the judge is a 

member, or in any court subject to the appellate jurisdiction of the court of which the judge is a 

member. 
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Rule 3.12: Compensation for Extrajudicial Activities 

A judge may accept reasonable compensation for extrajudicial activities permitted by this Code 

or other law* unless such acceptance would appear to a reasonable person to undermine the 

judge’s independence,* integrity,* or impartiality.* 

 

Rule 3.13: Acceptance and Reporting of Gifts, Loans, Bequests, Benefits, or Other Things 

of Value 

(A) A judge shall not accept any gifts, loans, bequests, benefits, or other things of value, if 

acceptance is prohibited by law* or would appear to a reasonable person to undermine the 

judge’s independence,* integrity,* or impartiality.* 

(B) Unless otherwise prohibited by law, or by paragraph (A), a judge may accept the following 

without publicly reporting such acceptance: 

(1) items with little intrinsic value, such as plaques, certificates, trophies, and greeting cards; 

(2) gifts, loans, bequests, benefits, or other things of value from friends, relatives, or other 

persons, including lawyers, whose appearance or interest in a proceeding pending* or 

impending* before the judge would in any event require disqualification of the judge under Rule 

2.11; 

(3) ordinary social hospitality; 

(4) commercial or financial opportunities and benefits, including special pricing and discounts, 

and loans from lending institutions in their regular course of business, if the same opportunities 

and benefits or loans are made available on the same terms to similarly situated persons who are 

not judges; 

(5) rewards and prizes given to competitors or participants in random drawings, contests, or other 

events that are open to persons who are not judges; 

(6) scholarships, fellowships, and similar benefits or awards, if they are available to similarly 

situated persons who are not judges, based upon the same terms and criteria; 

(7) books, magazines, journals, audiovisual materials, and other resource materials supplied by 

publishers on a complimentary basis for official use; or 

(8) gifts, awards, or benefits associated with the business, profession, or other separate activity of 

a spouse, a domestic partner,* or other family member of a judge residing in the judge’s 

household,* but that incidentally benefit the judge. 

(C) Unless otherwise prohibited by law or by paragraph (A), a judge may accept the following 

items, and must report such acceptance to the extent required by Rule 3.15: 

(1) gifts incident to a public testimonial; 
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(2) invitations to the judge and the judge’s spouse, domestic partner, or guest to attend without 

charge: 

(a) an event associated with a bar-related function or other activity relating to the law, the legal 

system, or the administration of justice; or 

(b) an event associated with any of the judge’s educational, religious, charitable, fraternal or 

civic activities permitted by this Code, if the same invitation is offered to nonjudges who are 

engaged in similar ways in the activity as is the judge; and 

(3) gifts, loans, bequests, benefits, or other things of value, if the source is a party or other 

person, including a lawyer, who has come or is likely to come before the judge, or whose 

interests have come or are likely to come before the judge. 

 

Rule 3.14: Reimbursement of Expenses and Waivers of Fees or Charges 

(A) Unless otherwise prohibited by Rules 3.1 and 3.13(A) or other law,* a judge may accept 

reimbursement of necessary and reasonable expenses for travel, food, lodging, or other incidental 

expenses, or a waiver or partial waiver of fees or charges for registration, tuition, and similar 

items, from sources other than the judge’s employing entity, if the expenses or charges are 

associated with the judge’s participation in extrajudicial activities permitted by this Code. 

(B) Reimbursement of expenses for necessary travel, food, lodging, or other incidental expenses 

shall be limited to the actual costs reasonably incurred by the judge and, when appropriate to the 

occasion, by the judge’s spouse, domestic partner,* or guest. 

(C) A judge who accepts reimbursement of expenses or waivers or partial waivers of fees or 

charges on behalf of the judge or the judge’s spouse, domestic partner, or guest shall publicly 

report such acceptance as required by Rule 3.15. 

 

Rule 3.15: Reporting Requirements 

(A) A judge shall publicly report the amount or value of: 

(1) compensation received for extrajudicial activities as permitted by Rule 3.12; 

(2) gifts and other things of value as permitted by Rule 3.13(C), unless the value of such items, 

alone or in the aggregate with other items received from the same source in the same calendar 

year, does not exceed $[insert amount]; and 

(3) reimbursement of expenses and waiver of fees or charges permitted by Rule 3.14(A), unless 

the amount of reimbursement or waiver, alone or in the aggregate with other reimbursements or 

waivers received from the same source in the same calendar year, does not exceed $[insert 

amount]. 

(B) When public reporting is required by paragraph (A), a judge shall report the date, place, and 

nature of the activity for which the judge received any compensation; the description of any gift, 
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loan, bequest, benefit, or other thing of value accepted; and the source of reimbursement of 

expenses or waiver or partial waiver of fees or charges. 

(C) The public report required by paragraph (A) shall be made at least annually, except that for 

reimbursement of expenses and waiver or partial waiver of fees or charges, the report shall be 

made within thirty days following the conclusion of the event or program. 

(D) Reports made in compliance with this Rule shall be filed as public documents in the office of 

the clerk of the court on which the judge serves or other office designated by law,* and, when 

technically feasible, posted by the court or office personnel on the court’s website. 
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